Reading Journal Expectations

Your reading journal is a place for you, me, your friends, and your family to talk this year about books, reading, authors, and writing.  You’ll think about literature in letters to me, friends, and family; we’ll write letters back to you.  Our letters will become a record of the thinking, learning, and reading we did together.

Letters must:

1. Be written in your one-subject notebook (kept in the classroom).

2. Be at least one page long.

3. Be in letter format
· Date in upper right-hand corner

· Greeting - “Dear Mrs. Gallant” or “Dear mom”

· Closing - “Sincerely,”

· Sign-off - your name 

4. Begin with a five-ten sentence summary of the book you are currently reading.  The summary is in your own words.  

5. Include the name of the author and include the title of the book.  The title of the book must be underlined (for example, Twilight, by Stephenie Meyer).

6. Include AT LEAST ONE of the following REACTIONS:

· What you felt when you read the book and why.

· What you noticed about how the author wrote.

· What the book reminded you of - events from other books, movies, or your own life.

· What surprised you, scared you, or made you laugh.

7. Try AT LEAST ONE of the following RESPONSES:

· Ask questions.

· Predict what will happen next.

· Make connections - to your life, another book, or the world.

· Take risks.

· Compare or contrast this book to another book, or compare or contrast characters in the book you are reading.

